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and it is^being weighed against all the other religions of the world.
If anything inconsistent with compassion, morality or reason is
allowed to stay in the Hindu religion, then it will surely perish.
I am fully aware of the virtue of compassion, and am therefore
able to see what hypocrisy and ignorance is being practised
under the cover of Hindu religion. This hypocrisy and ignop
ranee I shall fight, alone if necessary. I shall do penance and
may die in this struggle. But if perchance I lose my reason and
in my insanity admit my present views on untouchability as
wrong and say that I have sinned in describing untouchability
as a blot on Hinduism, you may safely conclude then that irre-
sistible fear has overtaken me and being afraid of the consequ-
ences I have denied my former belief- You must then regard
me as one talking nonsense in a state of stupor.
There is no selfish motive in whatever I am saying today*
I do not seek any position or prestige thereby. If at all I seek
any position it is ihat of a Bhangi. Cleansing of dirt is sacred work
which can be done by a Brahmin as well as a Bhangi, the former
doing it with and the latter without the knowledge of its holiness.
I respect and honour both of them- In the absence of either of
the two, Hinduism is bound to face extinction*
I like the path of service; therefore, I like the Bhangi. I have
personally no objection to sharing my meal with him, but I am
not asking you to inter-dine with or intermarry him. How can I
advise you ? As far as I am concerned I am a fakir, who has given
up the world, a sannyasi who is not bound by social customs, though
how much of a true fakir or sannyasi I am, I cannot say* But I
do like renouncing the world and its ways. I also like Sro&wi-
charya, though how much of a true 'br^hmo^m I am, I cannot ako
say, for according to me anyone who has unchaste thoughts or
dreams cannot be called a bra&machari* If I titter one -word of
anger, do anything out of malice or jealousy, say anything in fury
even to someone who considers himself my deadliest enemy, I
cannot call myself a brakmachari* Therefore I do not know wbsthtr
I am a true sannyasi or brahmachari; but I can assert that my life
and my thoughts tend towards that state. "With this ingrained
trait in my character, I cannot refuse to serve a Mmgi girl or a
leper when my help is sought or needed, nor can I tefose to accept
a drink or meal proffered by than, God may protect we or kill
me, but serve a leper I must. I may even say that, wMle ce~
gaged in such service, I would be entirely unconcerned whether or
not God protected me, I regard it my sacred duty to eat only
after making the pariah or the leper eat. But I 9m not asking you